
Southwest Power Pool 
Nominating Task Force Meeting  

Teleconference Minutes 
Fridays, August 1, 2003 – 10:30 a.m. & August 8, 2003 – 8:00 a.m. 

 
 
Administrative Items 
Those present on the August 1 teleconference included Chair, David Christiano (SPRM), 
Dick Dixon (Westar), Mike Deihl (SWPA), Steve Parr (Kepco), and Nick Brown (SPP). 
 
Those present on the August 8 teleconference included Chair, David Christiano (SPRM), 
Dick Dixon (Westar), Mike Deihl (SWPA), Gary Voigt (AREC), Al Strecker (OKGE), and 
Nick Brown (SPP). 
 
Actions Needed 
Nick Brown stated at the August 1 meeting that, due to J. M. Shafer’s departure from 
Western Farmers, a transmission owner seat on the board was vacated, as well as the 
vice chair position.  Nick stated that Chair Al Strecker had asked the Nominating Task 
Force to present nominations for these positions at the August 26, 2003 Board of 
Directors meeting, for filling these vacancies. 
 
Nick also reported at the August 1 meeting on dialogue with state regulatory agencies 
related to changes being proposed to SPP’s governing documents by the Strategic 
Planning Committee.  Nick stated that there was strong interest in SPP’s utilization of a 
search firm in filling non-stakeholder director vacancies, rather than simply soliciting 
candidates from the membership.  The intent of this is to provide an additional layer of 
independence to the process.  Nick estimated that this process would cost around 
$55,000 plus expenses. 
 
At both meetings, the group discussed two candidates for the transmission owner seat; 
Mike Palmer (EMDE) and Gary Roulet (WFEC), and also discussed two candidates for 
the vice chair position; Harry Skilton and Jim Eckelberger, both non-stakeholder 
directors.  Dick Dixon pointed out that the board would only be filling the transmission 
owner seat on an interim basis until the next meeting of members. 
 
Actions Taken 
At the August 1 meeting, the Nominating Task Force authorized Nick Brown to engage 
Larry Klock of Russell Reynolds Associates to assist in the search to fill the vacant non-
stakeholder director seat. 
 
At the August 8 meeting, Mike Deihl motioned and Gary Voigt seconded that the 
Nominating Task Force nominate to the Board of Directors Gary Roulet to fill the 
transmission owner seat on an interim basis and Jim Eckelberger for vice chair.  
Following discussion, this motion was approved without opposition. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Nicholas A. Brown 


