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Other Extreme Conditions 
Report 

 
SPP Reserve Sharing Group (RSG) Operating Process 0820EXT00002 describes the SPP operating 
reserve sharing program. The program participants can call upon operating reserves from other 
participants to avoid shedding firm load. An Other Extreme Condition that can initiate a call for 
operating reserves is an event occurring on the system in which the Balancing Authority has used all or a 
portion of its reserve obligation due to the loss of a Capacity Import Schedule, the loss of Contingency 
Reserves, and/or when initial or additional assistance is required and no other mechanism is available 
within the confines of the SPP computer communication system.  
 
An SPP Reserve Sharing Group Member that is experiencing a capacity deficiency can request operating 
reserves from other program participants or they can notify the reserve sharing program that some or 
all of their minimum operating reserves are no longer available. This is done by making a request 
without selecting a generation contingency and appears as an “Other Extreme Conditions” report to the 
program participants. The Operating Reliability Working Group (ORWG) has identified the steps a 
Reserve Sharing Group Member must take before requesting reserves using an “Other Extreme 
Conditions” report. (Section 5.5 Other Extreme Conditions Events) These steps are intended to 
demonstrate that the Member is at a position where its only other alternative is to dump firm load. 
 
The ORWG met on September 10, 1998 to discuss the large number of “Other Extreme Conditions” 
occurrences in 1998. The ORWG agreed to not restrict this use of the operating reserve sharing program 
but directed SPP to develop a reporting form that will be completed each time a control area calls for 
“Other Extreme Conditions.” The completed form will be sent to SPP and will be reviewed by the ORWG.  
The following information must be reported to SPP after a Reserve Sharing Group Member calls for 
operating reserves under “Other Extreme Conditions.” 
 
 
(Requesting Contingent Area) 
 
(Entity Experiencing Capacity Deficiency – if different from Contingent Area) 
 
(Date/Time Implemented) 
 
(Date/Time Released) 
 
(Amount of Reserves Requested) 
 
(Reserves Supplied by Requesting Contingent Area) 
 
(Reserves Supplied by Other Assisting Areas) 
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Conditions that Precipitated Call for “Other Extreme Conditions”: 
  
 
 
 
 
If “Other Extreme Conditions” were not called, would firm load be cut?  If no, explain: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain what action was taken in each step to avoid calling for “Other Extreme Conditions”: 
 
1.   All generation capable of being on-line in the time frame of the generation deficiency was on-line 

(including quick start and peaking units) without regard to cost. 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  All firm and non-firm purchases were made without regard to cost. 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  All non-firm sales were recalled within provisions of the sale agreement. 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Interruptible load was curtailed where either advance notice restrictions were met or the 

interruptible load was considered part of spinning reserves. 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Available load reduction programs were exercised (public appeals, voltage reductions, etc). 
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Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
Reported By:     Company: 
            
Title:      Date: 


